
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task  

A popular English-language magazine is holding a competition for the best article on social networks. You decide to 

submit an article. In your article you should briefly describe how social networks impact your life and assess the ways 

in which social networks are impacting society in general.  Write your answer in 280 – 320 words in an appropriate 

style. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a matter of only a few years, social networking sites (SNS) such as Twitter and Facebook have rocketed from a 

niche activity to one that engages millions of Internet users. Today, communicating with others online via SNS is an 

integral part of our daily life. Unsurprisingly, given the now pervasive nature of online social networking, both 

positive and negative societal effects are emerging. /64 words/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing an article 

Written for 

newspapers, 

magazines, 

newsletters, leaflets, 

etc. 

Formal or semi-formal 

style. 

 

Types of articles 

Descriptive writing 

/events, people, 

buildings/ 

Makes use of 

adjectives, adverbs and 

verbs. 

Narrative writing 

/tell the story of what 

happened/ 

Effective use of tenses, 

time words and 

expressions. 

Discursive writing 

/analyse, explain, 

compare, evaluate, 

offer opinion, give 

recommendations. / 

Introduction 

The subject of the article is 

clearly stated in a way that will 

attract the reader’s attention. 

Say what the area of your article is. 

Say why it is important. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

On a personal level, SNS play a positive role in my life, allowing me to quickly and efficiently contact my friends and 

family when I need to, keep up-to-date with their activities; establish and maintain work contacts; find out about 

latest music and more. In short, SNS save me time and help me to organise my life efficiently. However, I am aware 

of the arguments that purport SNS are having profoundly detrimental sociological effects. 

For example, much media attention has been focused in recent years on the way in which SNS are fuelling Internet 

addiction and causing today’s youth to become less social. It is true that for some people, the physical time they 

spend interacting with people in the real world has dropped as a result of their time spent in the virtual world. The 

consequences of such movement into the virtual world might be harmful and there is a distinct possibility that 

society will suffer as a result. Then there is the rise in the inappropriate use of personal information and bullying. 

Already there have been well documented cases of suicides resulting from online bullying, and the inherent dangers 

of putting one’s personal life online for the world to see is already evident: for adults, identity theft is increasing. For 

children, it is leaving them more vulnerable to exploitation by adults. 

Nevertheless, there are also clear advantages to SNS for society. Increasingly, studies are indicating that SNS are 

having a positive impact on wellbeing. The popularity and success of SNS stems from the basic human need for 

communication. Human beings are social animals and SNS are, at the end of the day, simply an extension of social 

networking in the real world. By increasing people’s social connections, SNS is greatly beneficial society. / 294 

words/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In conclusion, both positive and negative aspects have already emerged from society’s involvement in online social 

networking. It is early to tell which, if either, will ultimately be of greater force. / 31 words/ 

 

Main body 

The task is covered according to the rubric in 

a style suitable for the publication. 

Conclusion 

Restate your opinion or summarise 

the main points. 


