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Review 

Written for newspapers, 

magazines, newsletters, 

etc. 

Formal or semi-formal 

style 

Kinds of reviews 

1. A film/book review 

2. Shows and 

festivals 

3. Exhibitions 

4. Restaurants 

5. Products 

Types of writing 

1. Descriptive writing / 

to describe 

characters, acting, 

settings, scenery, 

special effects, style 

of writing, direction/ 

2. Narrative writing / to 

tell the story, 

summarise the plot ( 

use present tenses); 

to describe a live 

performance 

3. Discursive writing / to 

analyse the theme, 

explain the meaning, 

compare two or more 

things, offer your 

opinion, evaluate , 

make a 

recommendation 

A film/book review 

Introduction 

/ background information 

about the film/book; title; 

type of film/book; the 

name of the 

author/director/ 

Main body 

2 paras, one presenting the 

main points of the 

setting/plot (use present 

tenses); the other with 

general comments on the 

setting /plot; the main 

characters; the beginning 

/ending. 

Conclusion 

You recommend/ do not 

recommend the film/book, 

giving reasons. 



Vocabulary 

 

The Cinema : producer, audience, special effects, setting, theme, talent, characters, directing, script, 
act (verb), portrayal, interval, cast, performance, photography, box office, blockbuster, epic, 
directing, classic. 
The Theatre: producer, stage, audience, atmosphere, style, setting, theme, talent, characters, play, 
lines, sketch, directing, script, act (noun + verb), portrayal, interval, cast, curtain, performance, 
standing ovation, applause, stalls, circle, classic. 
Literature: style, setting, theme, prose, chapter, characters, portrayal, author, title, poetry, classic. 
 
 
Show/Festival/Exhibition 
Acts/exhibits: talented performers; beautifully presented; sleek and stylish 
Organisation: efficient; punctual; first-class 
Other: interesting; entertaining; haphazard; modern 
 
Restaurant 
Food: fresh ingredients; beautifully presented; first-class 
Service: efficient; courteous; first-class 
Other : comfortable seating; sleek and stylish; modern 
 
Product 
Appearance: sleek and stylish; beautifully presented; modern 
Functions: hand-operated; remote control 
Other: efficient 
 
 
Task 
Your English department at your college is running a course entitled ‘Films in the English 
Language’. 
Write a review of any film which you have seen in English. Your review should focus on the main 
aspects of the film and you should mention how watching films in English can help with the 
language. 
Write your answer in 280 – 320 words in an appropriate style.  
 
Model 
 
About a Boy is based on the novel by Nick Hornby, which I found both funny and serious, and very 
enjoyable. English is not my first language, but when reading the book I could always make use of the 
dictionary or call on an English friend when I ran into any difficulties. However, watching a film is a 
different matter and I wondered how I would manage. 
 
Firstly, the film sticks closely to the book, so there were no confusing changes. It is the story of a 
well-off but idle 38-year-old bachelor, Will Lightman, played by Hugh Grant, who does 
very little except watch television and chase women, and his relationship with a 13-year-old boy, 
Marcus, played by Nicholas Hoult, who shows a lot of promise as an actor. Will lacks direction in life, 
while Marcus does not fit in with his peers: for example, he likes the wrong music (Joni Mitchell 
instead of Nirvana) and is often bullied by his classmates. I would not like to spoil the story for you by 
describing the series of events that brings them together, but the viewer soon gets the point: Will is a 
man who has the tendencies of a boy, while Marcus has the intellect of someone Will's age. Marcus 



does not need a father figure so much as someone who can help him be a kid and not an adult, which 
is about the only qualification Will possesses. The relationship works both ways, though, with Marcus 
becoming steeped in popular culture and fitting in at school, while in Will we see the beginnings of 
responsibility and maturity. 
 
The film was well scripted and just as funny, if not funnier, than the book. A good script is obviously 
necessary for a film to be successful, but is an especial help to those whose first language is not 
English. A coherent plot and an interesting story help too, with believable characters in real 
situations. There were no distracting special effects or spectacular cityscapes, so I could concentrate 
on the dialogue and the nuances of English life. I do believe that watching films in the language you 
are learning is a great help, not only with the language itself, but also gestures, attitudes, daily life 
and culture. 
 
All in all, the casting is excellent, the directing faultless, the story intriguing and the music fantastic. I 
would recommend this very funny film to anybody and everybody, not just learners of English. 
 
 
Task 
You recently attended an important local event (a show, festival or exhibition) which impressed 
you very much. Your local newspaper has a regular column in which readers send in their own 
reviews. Write a review for the column, saying why you think the people in your area should not 
miss the opportunity to go. 
Write your answer in 280 – 320 words in an appropriate style.  
 
If you haven’t yet been to the Arts and Crafts Exhibition at Brinsley Town Hall, I suggest you get there 
as soon as possible, because it is only open for three more days and, more to the point, you'll be 
pleasantly surprised. The exhibition covers a very broad spectrum of arts and crafts, all by local 
artists, including paintings, sculpture, pottery, glassware and furniture. The exhibition has been 
organised by the local council with the aim of promoting and giving a showcase to local talent, and 
not just established names like Myrna Thrip and Larry McLellan, but to anyone of any age who feels 
they have something to offer. It is heartening to see just how many talented people there are living 
in our midst. 
 
The first big surprise is in the entrance hall. One's first impression is that the local council had 
allowed in a rowdy bunch of hooligans with spray cans to 'redecorate'. It turns out that the strikingly 
coloured wall paintings are by a local lad named Gareth. I, for one, will not look at graffiti in the same 
way again. Gareth is a very talented young man, though some may wish he would channel his talents 
in a different direction. However, the surprises do not stop there. As I moved from room to room, 
there was something to delight at every turn. Some wonderful abstract sculptures of the human 
figure by Maddy Forth particularly caught my eye, and I hear she has been commissioned by the 
council to do a piece for the town square. 
 
I can honestly say that there is something for everybody here, and most of the items are for sale at 
very reasonable prices. I said at the beginning of this review that the exhibition was open to artists of 
all ages. I was astonished at the number of gifted teenagers represented there, so if you are one of 
those who think the youth of today are idle good-for-nothings, come and look and think again. There 
is a lot to see and all of it worth seeing; all in all visiting the exhibition is an effort worth making, and 
if you should need a rest while visiting, there are even two well-stocked canteens with plenty of 
seating. 
 
 
 



Task 
Gourmet magazine regularly invites its readers to send in their reviews of restaurants where they 
have eaten. The magazine accepts both favourable and critical reviews. Write a review for the 
magazine, describing either a pleasant or an unpleasant experience you have had in a restaurant. 
 
Write your answer in 280 – 320 words in an appropriate style.  
 
As a keen reader of Gourmet magazine, and one who follows your advice on good places to eat 
around the country, I welcome this opportunity to return the favour by telling you 
and your readers about a restaurant, La Taillade, in Woketon, which I visited last week. 
 
Despite the fact that the restaurant’s name was French, the atmosphere and decor seemed much 
more English than French, nineteenth century English in fact. The building itself is mid-Victorian and 
quite attractive, but the lighting was more sombre than discreet, which had a rather depressing 
effect; the tables were far enough apart for conversation not to be overheard, but the chairs were 
extremely uncomfortable. As for the decor it was difficult to tell in that light, but there were a 
variety of what appeared to be largely brown and green pictures on the walls - landscapes, at a 
guess. I assume that the prevailing dark tones were intended to produce an atmosphere of 
sophistication, but in fact, the result was merely gloomy. 
 
The food, however, was good, but was it good enough to make up for the excessive service that went 
with it? Any connected conversation became difficult. As soon as one had settled down, or become 
absorbed in conversation, along came another waiter to top up one’s glass (whether it needed 
it or not), fiddle with something, or just hover. The answer to the question, though, has to be 
affirmative. La Taillade claims that its cuisine is simple yet superb and this is largely true, 
though there must be some trick or magic to the subtlety of the sauces that came with both meat 
and fish. The best dish for me was the oysters, in a sauce whose combination of flavours I gave up 
trying to analyse. The portions were more than ample, too. 
 
The prices are very reasonable; the meal, including wine, cost 100 pounds for two. While the dullness 
of the surroundings and the annoying formality of the service make it unsuitable for a romantic 
evening, I would recommend it for a dinner with a good friend who enjoys excellent food. 
 
 
Task 
A Consumer Advice Centre is conducting a survey on the level of satisfaction that people feel with 
manufactured goods. You have been asked to send in a review of one item which you have bought 
recently, describing the product and explaining whether or not you are satisfied with your 
purchase. You should also mention whether or not the product lives up to any claims made in 
advertisements. 
Write your answer in 280 – 320 words in an appropriate style.  
 
The latest addition to the arsenal of household electrical appliances without which my life would 
simply cease to have meaning is the Smithson Nuturis air cleaner, which is designed to filter out 
pollen, dust, smoke and other household pollutants from the air that we breath. 
 
The product was well designed and easy to use. On the aesthetic side of things, when viewed from 
the front the general impression was quite acceptable but if the filter is placed in the middle of the 
room the rear view of the product is rather unattractive and this is something that could have been 
given more consideration at the design stage. 
 



Smithson claim that the filter will clean a room of 100 cubic metres and that it incorporates activated 
charcoal and a special filter made from special fibres. Indeed it seems quite efficient and uses less 
electricity than an ordinary electric light bulb. It was modestly priced at 150 euros and thus far it has 
proved to be reliable and has lived up to the manufacturer’s claims in all respects apart from the fact 
that it makes a little more noise than usual when it is on full power. 
 
It wasn’t until I went to buy some replacement air filters for the seemingly reasonably priced 
appliance that I realised that although the initial cost was easily within my budget, the yearly cost of 
replacement filters would amount to about 500 percent of the initial outlay. Thus, I’m left with the 
feeling that I’ve been duped into a situation of a rather questionable moral nature. I feel it as an 
obligation to warn future potential buyers of such products, to look into the cost of any replacement 
filters, dust bags, and so on before deciding to go ahead with the purchase. 
 
On balance, I would have said that if air quality is of serious concern to the individual then the 
Naturis is a worthwhile investment in spite of the high cost of replacement filters. If, on the other 
hand, it is simply a case of an impulse buy, then I would advise the would-be purchaser to think 
twice. 


