
Vocabulary Exercises 

1. Lily’s unpleasant ……...........suggested that she 
knew about Jane’s terrible secret. 

A) grimace 
B) smirk 
C) wince 
D) snort 

 

2. The new hospital was .......... last week with a 
lovely ceremony in the grounds. 

A) praised 
B) inaugurated 
C) launched 
D) upgraded 

3. The news that his job was in jeopardy caused 
Tom to ………..with concern. 

A) frown 
B) beam 
C) grimace 
D) howl 

4. The air force captain .......... the pilots only 
minutes before their secret mission. 

A) projected 
B) conveyed 
C) briefed 
D) relayed 

5. His .......... plan was deemed too costly and 
complicated to execute. 

A) verbose 
B) elaborate 
C) long-winded 
D) elongate 

6. Their discussion quickly developed into a 
……..argument over who should receive the 
money. 

A) hot   
B) burning 
C) heated 
D) scorching 

7. During their first date, Lily had nervously 
peppered the conversation with ……….talk. 
A) unimportant 
B) tiny 
C) small 
D) trivial 

8. Because of the panic around him, the radio 
……..had difficulty transmitting the information. 

A) conductor 
B) operator 
C) user 
D) director 

9. Gossip was ……….among the workers, who were 
ever anxious to know each other’s business. 

A) commonplace 
B) regular 
C) ordinary 
D) average 

10. As a matter of ……….., Robbie never left home 
without an umbrella during the rainy season. 

A) prudence 
B) protection 
C) prevention 
D) preclusion 

11. The …….told the candidates to turn over the 
question paper and begin. 

A) inspector 
B) invigilator 
C) tester 
D) assessor 

12. With your application, you should provide the 
name of an academic…….. 

A) evaluator 
B) sponsor 
C) referee 
D) arbitrator 

13. In my first year at university I lived in the halls 
of  ………. 

A) residence 
B) abode 
C) dwelling 
D) accommodation  

14. Jerry has been burning the midnight …….over 
the last few days; his final exam is soon. 

A) lamp  
B) light 
C) candle 
D) oil  

15. It is a …….conclusion that figures are going to 
be worse than last year’s.  

A) foregone 
B) foretold 
C) prearranged 
D) pre-planned 

16. You are bound to find information on the 
stockmarket crash of 1987 in the newspaper ….. 

A) files 
B) archives 
C) records 
D) collections 

17. As soon as he read the letter, tears ……..in his 
eyes. 

A) filled in  
B) soaked up 
C) welled up 

18. For seven years my father was a(n)……plumber. 
A) pupil  
B) student 
C) assistant 
D) apprentice 



D) weighed down 

19. The accused confidently ……that he was 
innocent. 

A) preserved  
B) maintained 
C) conserved 
D) defended 

 

20. State pensions are currently at the centre of 
…………..a(n) debate. 

A) scorching 
B) exploded 
C) fiery 
D) flamed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use the words in capitals to form a word that fits in the space in the same line. 

With the rise in 1) ........................... of electronic communication, there has also been a 
significant rise in the theft of mobile phones. It seems that the 2) ........................... of these 

devices – what makes them so popular – is also what makes them so attractive to thieves. 
So now the same technology that is used to make mobiles more sophisticated is being 
applied to protecting them. One 3) ........................... idea involves putting a tiny camera in the 

screen. When someone calls a number that is not in your mobile’s memory, the telephone takes 
their picture and sends it on to your home computer. If your mobile is stolen, you can then 
send the thief’s photograph directly to the police. 
Another 4) ........................... idea involves the use of GPS technology, allowing the phone 

company to pinpoint exactly where your phone is at any given time and leading you or the 
police directly to the thief. 
In an 5) ........................... use of the text message, there is a scheme whereby the police 

send as SMS message to the stolen phone every three to five minutes saying, “Warning, this 
is a stolen telephone.” Although this may not help you get your mobile back, it will make it 
more difficult for the thief to sell it. 
Other advances in security include dedicated phone chargers which will only fit a particular 
phone, special chips that de-activate the phone if it is taken away from its owner, and a range 
of alarms that let out 6) ........................... sounds. 
And it is not 7) ........................... that manufacturers might one day produce low-cost 

models, perhaps even disposable ones, that are not so tempting for thieves. 
Until such a day, there are a number of things you can do to reduce your 8) ......................... . 

Always keep your mobile with you and don’t leave it behind in taxis, in restaurants or on the 
beach. As 9) ........................... obvious as this sounds, a huge number of people lose their 
phones in this way. Next, you should exercise 10) ........................... when making calls in 

crowded places – don’t make it obvious that you are carrying an expensive piece of equipment. 
Keep a record of your serial numbers and, if all of this fails and your phone is stolen, make sure 
you tell your service provider to block your calls. Being 11) ........................... of your precious 

mobile is bad enough, but having to pay someone else’s bill will only add insult to injury. 

 

Going to university really is one of the most 1) ........................ experiences you 
will ever have. Apart from it being a very sound and worthwhile 2) ....................... 
in your future, it will provide you with valuable knowledge and 3) ........................ 

skills which will stand you in good stead for a lifetime. 
The few months before you actually go will, however, be a 4) ........................ 

time. Make sure you have made proper arrangements for a place to stay! Being 
in a city far away from home and having to look for accommodation in the last 
minute can be quite 5) ........................ . 

It is not wise to get into the habit of missing classes, as regular 
6) ........................ is vital if you want to make fair grades. But studying is not all 
there is to it. Involving yourself in various 7) ........................ activities or joining a 

club of your interest will widen your horizons and, in some cases, alter your 
8) ........................ of life. You will also have a unique opportunity to make worthy 

1. POPULAR 
2. VERSATILE 
3. INTRIGUE 
4. COMMEND 
5. CONVENTION 
6. PIERCE 
7. CONCEIVE 
8. VULNERABLE 
9. STRIKE 
10. PRUDENT 

11. DEPRIVE 

1. REMARK 

2. INVEST 

3. VOCATION 
4. STRESS 
5. SETTLE 
6. ATTEND 
7. CREATE 
8. PERCEIVE 
9. ACQUAINT 
10. COMMIT 



9) ........................ and long-lasting friends. When you look back on your time at 

university in years to come, you will certainly feel that it was worth the effort and 
the 10) ........................ . 

 

There was time when 1) ........................... in sport were limited to the arena, 
pitch or court where games were played. The boom in 2) ........................... deals 

has revived a number of sports, giving the advertisers and the sport itself more 
television coverage. Alongside this, 3) ........................... breaks are flooded with 

top performers promoting anything from sportswear to shampoos. 
Now businesses and 4) ........................... have reached beyond the medium 
of TV and have struck right at the heart of 5) ........................... . Familiar logos, 

names and faces from the sporting world now appear on all kinds of goods so 
that advertisers can 6) ........................... get their message across when you 

least expect it. Thus, when you buy that carton of milk, you not only get a 
picture of your favourite footballer, but you also get the name of his team’s 
sponsor, which will filter through to your subconscious while you are 
7) ........................... with something else. 
While some consider this to be only a minor 8) ........................... , there are 
others who view it as a significant and unwelcome 9) ........................... which is 

taking over our lives. 
There is also the 10) ........................... damaging effect on existing 

businesses to consider - the advantage that large wealthy companies have over 
smaller ones is 11) ........................... . The more money you put into sports 

sponsorship, it seems, the more you get out of it. 

 

Nowadays it is possible to travel huge distances in a matter of hours rather than 
weeks or months. Travel by air has never been more popular and at the same time 
more 1) ..................... . 
Because business is 2) ...................... , more and more seats are crammed on to 

planes to accommodate the number of passengers who wish to travel in this way. Just 
as the 3) ..................... of the train revolutionised travel in the Victorian era, planes 

did the same in the 20th century, so what is next? 
There may soon be an acceptable alternative to the plane as a means of rapidly 
getting from one place to another – the train. This train will be different, however. 
Currently under 4) ..................... by at least two countries is the Maglev train. This 
train does not rely on a conventional engine for 5) ..................... and there are no 
wheels. Instead, 6) ..................... coils allow powerful electromagnets in a guide rail 

to repel similar magnets on the underside of the train, lifting the whole train up to 
four inches above the rail. 7) ..................... of other powerful magnets push and pull 

the train forward. 
8) ..................... of the train means that there is very little friction. This means that 
speeds of up to 310 mph could 9) ..................... be achieved. When one considers 

that commercial aircraft fly at up to 500 mph, this ‘supertrain’ could well be an 
attractive alternative for 10) ....................., especially for distances of less than 1000 
miles. When one takes into consideration the 11) ..................... business of baggage 

handling, check-in times and the time spent getting to and from airports, being able 
to travel from Paris to Rome for example in just over two hours is an attractive proposition. 

 

The National Healthcare System has had a face lift. Doctors of 1) ...................... 
medicine are now working alongside therapists of 2) ............... practices. Whilst 
these radical changes were met with some 3) ........................ from Public Health 
ministers and senior 4) ......................, the general public and many GP’s 
throughout the country have been most receptive towards such 5) ..................... 

having been made available. 
However, not all forms of alternative therapies are being offered on 
6) ....................... . Although osteopathy and acupuncture have been approved, 

other practices such as colour therapy have been omitted. The government has 
also set up standards to prevent 7) .............................. practitioners from 

entering the profession. 
Despite accusations that it was 8) ................................. to make alternative 
medicine part of the NHS, it does show a 9) ........................ to the patient’s 
choice and preference. In light of the 10) ......................... increase in demand for 

unconventional medicine, the government is taking steps in the right direction 
towards the system, even if such steps are in 11) ......................... . 

 

 

1. ADVERTISE 
2. SPONSOR 
3. COMMERCE 
4. CORPORATE 
5. CONSUME 
6. SNEAKY 
7. OCCUPY 
8. DISTRACT 
9. INTRUDE 
10. POTENTIAL 
11. DISPUTE 

1. COMFORT 
2. FLOURISH 
3. VERSATILE 
4. DEVELOP 
5. PROPEL 
6. CONDUCT 
7. PULSE 
8. LEVITATE 
9. THEORY 
10. COMMUTE 
11. TEDIUM 

1. CONVENTION 
2. COMPLEMENT 
3. HOSTILE 
4. CONSULT 
5. TREAT 
6. PRESCRIBE 
7. COMPETENCE 
8. PRUDENCE 
9. COMMIT 
10. PROPORTION 
11. MODERATE 



Fill in the gaps with one of the words from the list below. 
* premises * conceivable * overhauled * tedious * intrusive * outgoings * cited * encroachment * superseded * 

distorted 

1 The environmentalist ..................... a 3% decrease in rubbish as evidence that recycling in the home works. 
2 It’s difficult to escape from the constant questions of my ..................... next-door neighbours. 
3 During the graduation ceremony, we had to sit through a few ..................... speeches. 
4 Can anyone understand those ................ announcements made in trains or the underground? 
5 This charming shop makes its own fresh pasta on the ..................... . 
6 It is ................... he had enough time during the break to search through everyone’s personal files before they 
returned. 

7 The city’s old trams have been ..................... by new models with wheelchair access. 
8 The company will decrease its ..................... by cutting down on the number of business trips. 
9 This beach remains unspoiled because of the measures that have been taken to protect it against ..................... 
by property developers. 
10 The Ministry of Education has recently ..................... the school curriculum and parents are still trying to 
comprehend the changes. 

 

Fill in the gaps with one of the words from the list below. 
* outburst * complexity * consistent * correspondence * avid * curfew * portable * damned * rectify * combat 

 

1 For years now, scientists have tried to find ways to ..................... cancer. 

2 Some private schools have a(n) ..................... which doesn’t allow students to stay out late. 

3 He is a(n) ..................... reader. 

4 We need to find a way to ..................... the situation before things get worse! 

5 When travelling, I take my ..................... TV with me. 

6 I need to catch up on my ..................... . 

7 I was studying quietly when I heard a sudden ..................... of cheers and applause. 

8 These blood test results are .................. with the previous ones. 

9 Don’t nag me about my studying! I’ve been working ..................... hard all week! 

10 I’m sorry, but I just don’t understand the ..................... of the situation. 

 

 

Fill in the gaps with one of the words from the list below. 

* unbiased * host * outwit * evasive * supplement * inaugural * discomfort * columnist * scrutiny * innocuous 

 

1 The Sunday newspaper contained a full colour ................ on medicinal plants. 

2 Being a gossip ....................., she knows all the latest show business news. 

3 Despite his lack of experience, he was chosen to .............. the children’s TV show. 

4 The interviewer tried to ................ the politician by asking questions he couldn’t answer. 

5 After brawling in public, the pop singer’s life came under much ..................... from the press. 

6 During the chat show, the footballer was ................... about the dispute with the team manager. 

7 Despite their great ..................... the victims talked to the journalist about their ordeal. 

8 The ..................... editorial in the newspaper said that the opposition had a long way to go in order to win the 

election. 

9 Although the reporter felt that his remarks were ..................... , the actor was quite offended. 

10 Technical problems marred the new channel’s ..................... broadcast. 


