
Linking words/devices in writing 

Part 1: summary of two texts 

A Comparing two texts 

Both texts present similar views .. 

Both texts present similar views with regard to the use of …………. 

The two texts illustrate different aspects .. 

The two texts illustrate different aspects of the issue. 

The two texts look at the subject from different perspectives.' 

On the one hand, ... While text A suggests, 

While text A suggests that computer games can be educational, text B advocates placing strict time 

limits on the amount of time children are aI/owed to spend on the computer. 

This point is juxtaposed with .. 

Text A makes a case for social networking sites as a good means to make new friends. This point is 

juxtaposed with the view presented in text B that teenagers generally spend 

so much time on on line chat rooms that they find face –to- face Interaction difficult 

In contrast with this, text B places emphasis on , 

In contrast with this, text B places emphasIs on the value of training to improve your performing 

skills. 

Text B, on the other hand, argues for/against, . 

Text B, on the other hand, argues against educating children at home. 

Text A claims... 

supports the idea of .. 

outlines the importance of, 

makes particular mention of/mentions/states .. 

refers to/advocates/suggests, 

makes the point that, 

makes a case for, 

Text A outlines the importance of play in helping children to learn socIal skills. 

Text B makes the point that team games show children how to work together to produce a desired 

result 

 

B Evaluating 

Weighing up the points made in the two texts, ' 

Weighing up the points made in the two texts, it is clear that text A presents a more balanced view of 

the subject 

Text A places emphasis on ,. but ignores the fact that .. 

Text B places emphasis on the value of traditional education, but ignores the fact that it fails to cater 

for some children. 

Another point worth mentioning/considering , 

Another point worth considering is the fact that not all children are academic 

There is a correlation between/link between, 

There is a correlation between ability in sport and a childs self-esteem. 

With respect to .. 

With respect to acting on the stage, text B makes a stronger case in favour of voice training. 



Similarly .. 

Admittedly .. but nevertheless, 

Admittedly, young people can learn a lot from online courses, but nevertheless, the value of social 

interaction in education should not be underestimated. 

We cannot ignore the fact that, 

We cannot ignore the fact that westem societies produce vast amounts of waste. 

To my mind, 

There is no doubt in my mind that, 

There is no doubt in my mind that the problem of waste needs to be addressed. 

While I agree with this point to a certain extent, there are other factors to consider ,. 

Undoubtedly, there is some truth In this view, but ... 

In fact .. 

 

Parts 1 & 2 

A Linking words 

1 Conjunctions 

Addition: and, as well as, not only ... but also 

Not only do people get fitter doing yoga, but they are also able to control their stress levels more 

effectively 

Time: before, after, as soon as, once, since, until, when, while, by the time 

The problem is that the current technology will have become outdated by the time many teachers 

get used to It. 

Contrast: although, despite, in spite of but, even if even though, while, whereas 

Mobile phones remain popular despite efforts to warn people of the potential threat they pose to 

our health. 

Reason/Result: as, because, so, since 

Many people prefer the cinema to the theatre as they find action -packed movies more exciting. 

Purpose: (in order) to, so that, so as to 

After climbing for three hours, we stopped at the shelter in order to rest. 

2 Adverbials 

Presentation: at present, the current situation suggests, some experts/students/tutors believe, one 

view put forward is that, to begin/start with 

One view put fonward is that alternative therapies help you to take responsibility for your health. 

Some experts believe that we should eat more raw food. 

Addition: also, as well, besides, furthermore, in addition, moreover, too, whats more 

What's more, it is thought that dogs benefit from eating raw meat rather than tinned dog food. 

Time: aftenwards, beforehand, eventually, finally, in the end, lastly, later meanwhile, next, secondly 

Mum left for school rather hurriedly. Meanwhile, my brother and I began the preparations for her 

surprise party. 

Contrast/Change of direction: even so, nevertheless, nonetheless, however, on the other hand, still, 

yet, in contrast, the problem with this, the question is, quite the 

opposite, contrary to 

Contrary to cnticisms that social networking sites are full of inane comments and useless 

information, they do in fact play an important role as advertising tools for both 

businesses and charity organisations. 



Example/Illustration: for example/instance, for one thing, to begin/start with 

For example, Greenpeace uses such sites to publish warnings against GM foods. 

Explanation/Clarification: one reason for this could be, from this perspective, providing, as long as 

Looked at from this perspective, it can be seen that social networking sites are not all bad 

Concession: admittedly, few can deny that, it cannot be denied that, certainly, it may be true that, 

naturally, of course, thats not to say/suggest that 

Admittedly, there are dangers that individuals may suffer harassment from unpleasant characters, 

but this can be avoided by not up loading too many personal or provocative photographs onto your 

page. 

Comment: interestingly enough, surprisingly, thankfully, (un)fortunately, in my opinion/view 

Interestingly enough, young people are generally becoming more cautious about how they use such 

sites. 

Reason/Result: as a result, because of this, consequently, then, therefore, thats why 

Consequently, reports of problems have decreased in recent 

months. 

Recommending: In light of the current situation, it would be advisable to, the following measures 

could be taken to improve, it would be a good idea to ... in this way 

It would be a good idea for networking sites to offer advice on the sensible way to use their facilities. 

In this way, problems could be avoided more effectively. 

Conclusion: generally speaking, all in all, whatever your views, I firmly believe, ultimately, to my 

mind, overall, to sum up, in view of this, in the light of this… 

Whatever your views, social networking sites are here to stay, so the best way to approach them is to 

show young people how to use them sensibly, by making them aware of 

potential dangers. 

Modifying/Hypothesis: apparently, chiefly, evidently, in some respects, mainly, on the contrary, 

presumably, theoretically, to a certain extent, up to a point 

3 Discourse markers 

Adding: moreover furthermore, in addition, as well as (that), what is more 

Clarifying: I mean, that is to say, in other words 

Concession: it may be true, certainly, granted, of course, if 

Concluding: to sum up, in conclusion, briefly, in short, in a 

word 

Contrasting: on the one hand ... on the other hand, while, whereas, however, nevertheless, although, 

nonetheless, still, yet, in spite of/despite, even so, on the contrary, quite the opposite 

Generalising: on the whole, it is commonly accepted, the general opinion is, broadly speaking, to a 

great extent, to some extent, apart from, except for 

Giving examples: for instance, for example, in particular 

Giving your opinion: In my view/opinion, as I see it 

Reference: With reference to, talking about, regarding, with regard to, as far as ... is concerned, as for 

, according to 

Result: therefore, as a result, consequently, so 

Similarity: similarly, in (much) the same way: just as 

Structuring: to begin/start with, first of all, in the first place, then, lastly/finally 


