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P R E S E N T  T E N S E S  U N I T  1  

1. Identify the tenses in bold , then match them to their use. 

1. The Earth revolves round the 

Sun. 

2. The train leaves at 5:30 

3. John is looking for a new house. 

4. She  can’t play. She has broken 

her leg. 

5. I have been trying to call you 

for an hour. 

6. He is always biting his nails 

7. He is flying to Madrid tomor-

row. 

8. It’s getting colder and colder. 

A) Action which started in the past 

and continuous up to the present 

with emphasis on duration. 

B) Law of nature 

C) Expressing irritations 

D) Action happening around the 

time of speaking 

E) Result/consequence of a past ac-

tivity in the present 

F) Fixed arrangements in the fu-

ture 

G) Timetable 

H) Gradual development 

2. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct present tense, then identify 

their use. 

1. She (move) house next week. 

2. Carl and Mary are looking for a new house. The landlord  ( evict) them 

from their flat. 

3. …. (you/wait) a long time? 

4. They ( convert) the old mill into a beautiful new home at the moment. 

5. Water ( freeze) at 0ºC . 

6. Her flight ( arrive) tonight at 7 pm 

7. …(you/sign) the contact  for the house next week? 

8. The Earth ( become) warmer and warmer. 

9. The bus ( come) every ten minutes. 

10. Jack and Maggie ( still/ search) for the perfect house.  

11. Bob can’t move house  now because he ( sign) a two-year contact. 

12. More and more people ( move) to the countryside. 

13. Sheila ( work) as a costume designer for the local theater company. 

14. Lauren ( not/leave) her house before 9 oçlock in the morning. 

15. No wonder the phone bills are so high! You ( always/talk) on the phone. 

16. I ( not/ teach) in the evening at the moment. 

17. Chris and Helen ( have) a garden party on Sunday afternoon.. 

18. Computec  ( hold) a five-day seminar on computers for all its employees 

next week. 

19. …. ( amphibians/live) both on land and in water? 

20. Can I speak to Mr. Thomas , please? I’m afraid he’s not available at the 

moment.  He ( have) meeting with some clients. 
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3.Identify the sentences in bold , then match them  with the correct 

description. 

G R A M M A R  I N  U S E  

1. I’m helping Helen choose her 

wedding dress on Saturday. 

2. Do bats live in caves? 

3. Carl is always interrupting me. 

4. She often goes to the gym on 

Friday. 

5. Bill and Bob are repairing the 

cottage roof at the moment. 

6. The evening performance 

starts at nine o'clock. 

7. The black car stops in front of 

the bank and three suspicious 

looking men get out of it. 

8. The rate of unemployment is 

decreasing slowly. 

A) Timetable or programme. 

B) Fixed arrangement in the near fu-

ture. 

C) Repeated or habitual action. 

D) General truth or law of nature 

E) Expressing annoyance about a fre-

quently repeated action. 

F) Action happening at or around the 

moment of speaking. 

G) Changing or developing action. 

H) Sports commentary, review or nar-

ration.  

4. Fill in the gaps below with the present simple or present continuous 

form of the verbs  in the list , as in the example. 

 

Dear Marianne,  

How ……. you?  I ….. to tell you our great news. 

As you….., Brad …..for an international media company. Well, he was offered 

the opportunity of a lifetime last week—to live and work in Madrid for two 

years.  He …..tomorrow for sunny Spain to look for a flat for us. He …..at noon 

so I…..a long list  of the things he …..to consider before choosing a flat. 

We…..so many things to when he…… We…..Sally’s wedding in May and we 

have to pack all our things. I…..to it so much, I can hardly wait. 

Jack and Katie …..fine. They …..so quickly that it…..like only yesterday  they 

were babies.  

Well, the kids …..for me to make their lunch so I’d better go . I ….. You’re all 

fine. We’ll see you at Sally’s wedding.  

           

 Love, 

                                                                                                                                 

Fiona 

Be (x2), leave, seem, know, wait, write, fly, grow up, have, make, hope, need, 

work, attend, come back, look forward. 



State Verbs 
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1. She is very polite / character/ 

2. I think his car is fantastic / I believe/ 

3. They have got a sailing boat / they 

possess/ 

4. Your mother looks very young / she 

appears to be/ 

5. I can see a flock of birds in the sky/ I 

use my eyes/ 

6. I see what you mean / / I understand/ 

7. The scarf feels like silk / it has the 

texture of/ 

8. The sandwich tastes delicious / it has 

a delicious flavor/ 

9. Your hair smells nice / it has a nice 

smell/ 

10. She appears to be very upset / she 

seems/ 

11. Those trousers fit you perfectly / they 

are the right size/ 

1. He is being very nice / he is behaving/ 

2. I’m thinking about going to Scotland / I am 

considering/ 

3. They are having a good time / they are en-

jouing themselves/ 

4. The mechanic is looking at my car / he is 

checking/ 

5. Are you seeing your brother tomorrow? / are 

you meeting?/ 

6. Mum is feeling Jo’s forehead/ 

7. She is tasting  the sauce if it is OK. / she is 

tasting the flavor/ 

8. She is smelling the roses/ she is sniffing/ 

9. My brother’s ban is appearing at the Great 

Pallas. / they are performing/ 

10. Sue is fitting new cupboards in the kitchen. / 

she is putting/  

 

Put the verbs in brackets into the appropriate tense. 
1. Michael is being very quiet today. Is anything wrong? 

2. The towels (feel) as soft as silk.  I’ve just washed them. 

3. We ( think) of moving back to England. 

4. Where’s Andrew? It ( look) as if he ‘s disappeared. 

5. What perfume are you wearing? It ( smell) lovely. 

6. The Trio Dance Group ( appear) at the Odeon tonight. 

7. This skirt ( not, fit) me any more. 

8. Dad ( taste) the potatoes to see if they are cooked. 

9. The Richardsons  ( have) a cottage in Cornwall. 

10. I really ( not/see) what the problem is. 

11. This soup ( taste) delicious. 

12. It ( sound) like Jane is Playing the trumpet. 

13. I’m busy at the moment, I ( arrange) a very important meeting/. 

14. My new jacket ( fit) me perfectly. 

15. I ( think) I ‘ll lie down for a moment. 

16. Every morning when I ( wake) up I ( smell) fresh coffee coming from the 

kitchen. 

17. Stewart always ( wear )  a suit and tie to the office. 
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 Prepositions 

G R A M M A R  I N  U S E  

1. Arrive at / a small place/ 

2. Arrive in / a town/city/ 

3. Decide on sth 

4. Limit to sth 

5. Live with sb 

6. Pleased with sth/ sb 

7. Popular with sb 

8. Prefer something to sth else 

9. Serious about sth 

10. Socialize with sb 

11. Succeed in sth 

12. Think of/about sb/sth 

13. Worried about sb/sth 

14.     Absent from 

15.     Accustom to 

16.     Accuse sb of  

17. Agree on 

18. Apologize to sb for sth 

19. Apply to  

20. Approve of 

21. Beg for 

22. Believe in 

23. Busy with 

 

 

 

4. Fill in the correct preposition 

1. Rob has been busy ………….with the redecorating all week. 

2. Do you believe …..magic? 

3. The old man was begging…..food. 

4. Some people don’t approve …..the council’s  plan to build a new shopping 

center in town. 

5. Emma has applied …..Leeds  University …..a place on the history course. 

6. He apologized …..Mary …..being late last night. 

7. We need to agree…..a time to meet. 

8. They accused him…..stealing the car. 

9. It has taken Mark a long time to become accustomed …..the Australian 

climate. 

10. Ann has been absent …..for two weeks. 

11. John is serious …..starting his own business. 

12. There is a limit …..the amount you can spend with your credit card. 

13. Having a barbecue is a great way to socialize …..our new neighbors. 

14. Many people were worried ….the reports they saw on television. 

15. The doctor warned him …. the dangers  of eating too much fat. 

16. When you arrive….the hotel, you will be shown to your room. 

17. The teacher was pleased ….the exam results. 

18. They can’t decide …..who to invite to the party. 

19. We are thinking …...buying a new car. 

20. Stanley lives …...parents and his brother. 



Complete each sentence with two to five words, including the word in bold. 
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1. I’d rather wear glasses than contact lenses .  I ……………………….. 

contact lenses. 

2. Most teenagers like this kind of music.  This kind of music 

…………….. most teenagers. 

3. Pam managed to complete her project on time.. Pam 

………………...her project on time. 

4. The Smiths are considering buying a new car.  The Smiths 

………………...buying a new car. 

5. Most children like this game. This game………..most children. 

 

6.       Anna managed to finish the race. Anna …………...the race. 

  

7.        I haven’t finished reading the newspaper yet. I……………………. the 

newspaper. 

prefer 

popular 

succeeded 

thinking 

popular 

succeeded 

still 

PHRASAL VERBS 

BREAK DOWN = A. end negotiations B. 

begin to cry C. stop working D. have 

physiological problems 

 

A. The mid-east peace talks broke down 

after only two days. 

B. She broke down when he left her. 

C. The truck broke down in the desert. 

D. She had a break down after her husband 

died in a terrorist attack. 

 

BREAK IN = A. wear or use sth new B. 

interrupt C. enter unlawfully 

 

A. I need to break in these new shoes... 

they're killing my feet. 

B. While discussing the subject, John broke 

in with his take on the situation. 

C. There was a break in down the street last 

night be sure to lock up. 

 

 

BREAK OFF = A. end relationship B. stop 

speaking about sth 

 

A. Are you still with Jill? No, we broke it 

off in May. 

B. He broke off in mid sentence and then 

started speaking about sth else. 

BREAK OUT = A. happen suddenly, violently 

B. get a rash C. use for celebrating 

 

A. Violent protests broke out in Athens after the 

shooting of a student. 

B. She broke out in red blotchy spots before the 

big exam. 

C. Break out the champagne! I'm getting mar-

ried! 

 

BREAK OUT OF = escape 

 

The violent patient broke out of the prison ward 

of the psychiatric hospital. 

 

BREAK THROUGH = advance in science, 

medicine social issues etc. 

 

Jackie Robinson broke through the color barrier 

in professional baseball. 

 

BREAK UP = A. break into pieces B. stop a 

fight C. end a relationship 

 

A. I broke up the puzzle into a thousand pieces. 

B. As a teacher, I've had to break up a fight or 

two. 

C. They broke up after being together for 3 

years.  
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 Phrasal verbs 

G R A M M A R  I N  U S E  

BRING AWAY = learn or gain through experience 

 

I brought away a lot from my physiology courses at university. 

 

BRING BACK = cause to remember 

 

His visit to the dentist brought back painful memories. 

 

BRING DOWN = A. cause government to fall B. reduce price 

 

A. The economic crisis brought down the weak government. 

B. They brought down prices after the holiday but it didn't increase sales. 

 

BRING FORTH = A. cause to happen B. produce 

 

A. The European Union brought forth many changes to member states political 

life. 

B. The magician brought forth a rabbit form his hat. 

 

BRING FORWARD = cause to happen earlier than planned 

 

They brought the meeting forward one week because of a conflict in schedules. 

 

BRING OFF = succeed at sth, especially sth difficult 

 

You passed the calculus exam! I can't believe you brought that off.  

BRING ABOUT = cause, make happen 

 

Moving to Greece brought about great changes in my life. 

 

BRING ALONG = A. to carry sme/sth to a certain place B. help sme/sth im-

prove 

 

A. He brought along his oldest son to the football match. 

B. They're bringing along mid fielder slowly so he doesn't suffer injury. 

 

BRING AROUND = change someone's opinion, convince someone of your 

way of thinking 

 

She wants to stay but we'll bring her around to our point of view.  



PHRASAL VERBS 
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"Mom, Jane brought ____ her new CD. Can we play it on your stereo?."  

John brought ____ a new book on dating. It's supposed to be good.  

He brought _____ the subject, not me. I don't want to discuss it.  

Jill was brought ____ using amonia sticks known as 'smelling salts.  

What did you bring ____ from that class? I got a lot out of it.  

They brought ____ prices last week but it didn't improve the market  

I have a school book which, when I look at it, brings ____ many memories.  

He brought her ____ to his way of thinking politically.  

They brought ____ 2 weeks because of a scheduling conflict.  

The dark winter clouds brought ___ torrents of rain and sleet.  

 

"Why did the negotiations break ____ again? Don't they want to have peace?.  

John broke ____ with Jill again. I doubt they'll get married now.  

He broke _____ from the group and won by more than 10 meters.  

Jill broke ____ the glass ceiling. She is the first woman president of her company.  

Don't let him break ____ us. We've got a lot to talk about.  

Our house was broken ____ last week but nothing was taken.  

Like the song says, breaking ____ is hard to do.  

He broke ____ jail and now he's on the run.  

Professor Jona is known for breaking ____ in mid-sentence. He's losing it.  

Our truck broke ___ on the way home from school and we had to walk home.  

BRING ON = cause something to happen 

 

The fall of the Berlin wall brought on great changes for Eastern Europe. 

 

BRING OUT = A. highlight, emphasize, or stress B. publish 

 

A. That hat you're wearing brings out the color of your eyes. 

B. He brought out a new book entitled; "political opponents of the last decade." 

 

BRING OVER = bring to someone's house, physically carry. 

 

Sarah brought over this bottle of wine and we are enjoying it together. 

 

BRING TO = A. revive consciousness B. inform someone about something 

 

A. We used smelling salts to bring her to after she fainted. 

B. We brought it to the principal's attention that corporal punishment was no longer used. 

 

BRING UP = A. mention B. raise a child 

 

A. I didn't want to bring up the fact that she was handicapped. 

B. I was raised in Michigan, but live in Greece. 

BRING 

BREAK 
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KEY WORD TRANSFORMATIONS 

G R A M M A R  I N  U S E  

 

 

Broke  

 

Two men forced their way into Sally’s flat last night. Two men ……………..last 

night. 

 

Gets  

 

John has a really good relationship with his parents– in– law. John ………..with 

his parents-in-law.  

 

Has  

 

A private secretary  deals with Dr Williams’ correspondence. 

Dr. Williams ……………………………..by a private secretary. 

 

Lack 

It didn’t rain for six months , so there was a water shortage. 

The water shortage was …………..rain. 

 

 

Ever  

I’ve never seen such a tiny house. It’s the ……………………………...seen. 

 

For  

It’s a long time since he last visited us. He ………………………...a long time. 

 

Been  

It’s a year since he started working here. He………………………..a year now. 

  

Out 

His new book will be on the market next March.  His new book 

…………….next March. 



Idioms and Fixed  Phrases 
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CHOOSE THE CORRECT WORD 

 

1. Ian is very active . He is always out and about/around. 

2. After the argument they both did their best to clean/clear the air. 

3. I can’t find my key anywhere—they seem to have vanished into thin/delicate air. 

4. Matt is very determined to buy the cottage. He won’t accept/take no for an answer. 

5. They wanted to build a holiday resort here, but the owners of those beachfront cottages  

refused/ denied to play ball. 

6. They knew they would have to drive a difficult/ hard bargain if they wanted to buy the 

house at a price they could afford. 

 

 

BLACK, GREEN, BLUE , WHITE,COLOR(S) 

1. Sophie goes to the cinema once in a …………..moon.  / rarely/ 

2. Jack fell down the stairs and he is ………….and ………...all over.  / bruised/ 

3. Angela definitely has ……….fingers.-everything in her garden grows really well. /good at 

gardening/  

4. He is a bit………..– he hasn’t got much experience in this kind of work.  / inexperienced/ 

5. They knew that if she found out the truth it would hurt her feelings so they told her a little 

…………lie. /fib/ 

6. She doesn’t want to anything until she has seen the facts in………….and ………… /clear 

and simple/ 

7. Toby was the …………. sheep of the family: everyone loved travelling except for him, 

8. Finally! My boss has given me the ……………... light to work on that project  

9. John showed his true …………... the other day by lying to everyone  

10. Lidia passed her exam with flying ………….: 10 out of 10 . 

 

 


